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Then made he head againft his enemies, 

And Ymner flew or Logris mif reate. Fa 9 u L ii 

a 5 ft [°° n , S , hc tDok that ""fireatcd fair, ^ 

And that falfe other finite, on whom he fpread 

A feeming body of the fubtile air. F o Wr 

God forbid, my lord, 

That you fliould fafhion, wreft, or bow your reading- 
With opening titles m/create, whofe right 7 g ’ 

omts not in native colours with the truth ol-i /* 
Misde'ed. and i,,i] EvuXt Sh ^ m ‘ 

T> , O God, 

it thou wilt be aveng’d on my mifdeeds. 

Yet execute thy wrath on me alone. Sbakefp. Rich. Ill 
ivds wJnch our own mifdeeds have wrought. Milton. 
Ghas d from a throne, abandon’d, and exil’d 
For foul mifdeeds , were punifhments too mild. Dryden 
rafe ' To judge ill of; tS 

All unweeting an enchanter bad 
His fenfe abus’d, and made him to mifdeem 
My loyalty, not fuch as it did feem. Fairy Queen, b. 

Bcfides, were we unchangeable in will. 

And of a wit that nothing could mifdeem ; 

Equal to God, whofe wifdom fhineth ftill 
And never errs, we might ourfelves efteem. Davies. 

i o Misdeme'an. v. a. [ mis and demean .] To behave ill. 

From frailty 

And want of wifdom, you, that beft fhould teach us, 

Have mifdemean'd yourfelf. Sbakefp. Henry VIII. 

" Misdf ' me , a nor. n.f. [Wand demean.] Offence} ill beha¬ 
viour ; lomething lels than an atrocious crime. 

l he houfe of commons have only power to cenfure the 
members of their own houfe, in point of eleCtion or mifde- 
meanors, in or towards that houfe. Bacon. 

It is no real difgrace to the church merely to lofc her pri¬ 
vileges, but to forfeit them by her fault ox mif demeanor. South. 

Thefe could never have touched the head, or flopped the 
fource of thefe unhappy mifdemeanors, for which the punifh- 
ment was fent. Woodward's Nat. Hijl. p. ii. 

Misdevo'tion. n.f [mis and devotion.] Miftaken piety. 

A place, where mifdevotion frames 
A thoufand prayers to faints, whofe very names 
I he church knew not, heav’n knows not yet. Donne. 
Misdi'et. n.f. [mis and diet.] Improper food. 

A dropfy through his flefh did flow. 

Which by mijdiet daily greater grew. Fairy Queen, b. i. 
To Misdisti'nguish. v.a. [mis and dijlinguifh.] To make 
wrong diftinCtions. 

If we imagine a difference where there is none, becaufc 
we diftinguifh where we fhould not, it may not be denied 
that we mifdijiinguijh. Hooker, b. iii. 

To Misdo'. v. a. [mis and do.] To do wrong; to commit a 
crime; to offend. 

Afford me place to fhew what rccompence 
T’wards thee I intend for what I have mifdone. Milton. 
To Misdo'. v. n. To commit faults. 

Try the erring foul 
Not wilfully mifdoing, but unaware 
Milled. Paradife Regain'd, b. i. 

The worft is, to think ourfelves fafe fo long as we keep 
our injuries from the knowledge of men, and out of our own 
view, without any awe of that all-feeing eye that obferves all 
our mif doings. L'Ejlrange. 

I have mifdone , and I endure the fmart, 

Toth to acknowledge, but more loth to part. Dryden. 
Misdo'f.r. n.f. [from mif do.] An offender} a criminal} a 
malefactor. 

Were they not contained in duty with a fear of law, which 
infliCfeth fharp punifhments to mifdoers , no man fhould enjoy 
any thing. Spenfer on Ireland. 

To Misdo'ubt. v.'a. [mis and doubt.] To fufpeCl of deceit 
or danger. 

If fhe only mifdoubted me, I were in heaven; for quickly I 
would bring fufficicnt affurance. Sidney, b. ii. 

I do not mifdoubt my wife, but I would be loth to turn 
them both together; a man may be too confident. Sbakefp. 
The bird that hath been limed in a bufh. 

With trembling wings mifdoubteth ev’ry bufh ; 

And I, the haplcfs male to one fweet bird. 

Have now the fatal object in my eye. 

Where my poor young was lim’d, was caught, and kill’d. 

Shakefpeare's Henry VI. p. iii. 

If you mifdoubt me that I am not fhe, 

I know not how I fhall afliirc you farther. Shakefpeare. 

To believe his wiles my truth can move. 

Is to mifdoubt my rcafon or my love. Dryden. 

Mis.DO'ubt. n.f. [mis and doubt .J 
\. Sufpicion of crime or danger. 

He cannot fo precifely weed this land. 
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As his mifdoubts prefent occafion • 

.Tw Cnr00ted with friends. 

That, Plucking to unfix an enemy, 

A I®?’ fted ^ fearful Noughts, 

«■* 

P^r oV ' “ d -*W'T. ur« to 

They grew diffohte and prophane j and by miZl i^t 

JUSJ—W ” d of Wni* 

Mi'ser. n.f. Itefi,, Latin.] 

1. A wretched peribn; one ttverwhilmed with calamitv 

Do not dtfdain to carry with you the woful words of a 
msjer now defpamng j neither be afraid to appear before her 

^ mle ° f thC fender - Sidt i i 

1 wifh that it may not prove fome ominous foretoken of 
misfortune: to have met with fueh a mifir as I am. sll 
Fair fon of Mars, that feek with warlike fpoil 
And great atchicvements, great yourfelf to make, 
Vouchfafe to flay your fteed for humble mifer'% fake. 

2. A wretch j a mean fellow. **• 

Decrepit mifer ! bafe ignoble wretch 1 
I am defeended of a gentler blood. Sbakefp. Henry VI 

3 . A wretch covetous to extremity j one who in wealth mak« 
nimielf miferable by the fear of poverty. 

Though fhe be dearer to my foul than reft 
To weary pilgrims, or to mifrs gold. 

Rather than wrong Caftalio I’d forget her. Otway’s Orphan. 

Ivo filver faints by dying mifrs giv’n, 1 

Here brib’d the rage of ill-requited heav’n; 

But fuch plain roofs as piety could raife, 

And only vocal with the Maker’s praife. /W 

Miserable, adj. [miferable, French} mifer, Latin.] 

1. Unhappy} calamitous} wretched. 

O nation miferable, 

With an untitled tyrant, bloody feepter’d | 

When fhalt thou fee thy wholefome days again ? Sbakefp . 
Moft miferable is the defire that’s glorious. Shakefpeare. 
What’s more miferable than difeontent ? Shakefpeare. 
It is probable that there will be a future ftate, and then 
how miferable is the voluptuous unbeliever left in the lurch. 

South's Sermons. 

What hopes delude thee, miferable man ? Dryden's £n. 

2. Wretched} worthlefs. 

Miferable comforters are ye all. Job xvi. 2. 

3. Culpably parfimonious; ftingy. 

Mi'serableness. n. f. [from miferable.] State of mifeiy. 
Mi'serably. adv. [from miferable.] 

1. Unhappily} calamitoufly. 

Of the five employed by him, two of them quarrelled, one 
of which was (lain, and the other hanged for it; the third 
drowned himfelf} the fourth, though rich, came to beg his 
bread ; and the fifth was miferably nabbed to death. South. 

2. Wretchedly} meanly. 

As the love I bear you makes me thus invite you} fo the 
fame love makes me afhamed to bring you to a place, where 
you fhall be fo, not fpoken by ceremony but by truth, mifer- 
ably entertained. Sidney, b. ii- 

3. Covetoufly. Aitifwirth. 

Mi'sery. n.f. [miferia, Latin; miferc, French.] 

1. Wretcbednefs} unhappinefs. 

My heart is drown’d with grief, 

My body round engirt with tnifery. Sbakefp. Henry VI. 
Happinefs, in its full extent, is the utmoft pleafure we are 
capable of, and mifry the utmoft pain. Locke. 

2. Calamity} misfortune} caufe of mifeiy. 

When we our betters fee bearing our woes, 

We fcarcely think our miferies our foes. Shakefpeare. 

The gods from heav’n furvey the fatal ftrife, ( 

And mourn the miferies of human life. Dryden's £n. 

3. [From mifer.] Covetoufnefs} avarice. Not in ufe. 

He look’d upon things precious, as they were 
The common muck o’ th’ world: he covets lefs 
Than mifry itfelf would give. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

In a fabrick of forty thoufand pounds charge, I wifh thirty 
pounds laid out before in ail exacf model} for a \\tx\nmfcry 
may eafily breed fome abfurdity of greater charge. If otton. 

3 J Misbste'em. 


r 
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Miseste'em. n.f [mis and efeem.] Difregard } flight. 

To Misfa'shion. v.a. [mis and faf ion.] To form wrong. 

A thing in reafon impofliblc} thorough their misfafhioned 
preconceit, appeared Unto them no lefs certain, than if nature 
had written it in the very foreheads of all the creatures of 
q 0 j Hakewill on Providence. 

To Misfo'rm. v. a. [mis and form.] To put in an ill form. 
His monftrous fcalp down to his teeth it tore. 

And that misformed fhape misfhaped more. Spenfer. 

Misfo'rtune. n.f. [mis and fortune.] Calamity} ill luck} 
want of good fortune. 

Fortune thus ’gan fay, mifery and misfortune is all one, 
And of misfortune, fortune hath only the gift. Sidney. 

What world’s delight, or joy of living fpeech. 

Can heart fo plung’d in fea of forrows deep. 

And heaped with fo huge misfortunes reach ? Fa. fht. 
Confidcr why the change was wrought. 

You’ll find it his misfortune, not his fault. Addifon. 

To Misgi've. v. a. [tins and give.] To fill with doubt} to 
deprive of confidence. It is uled always with the reciprocal 
pronoun. 

As Henry’s late prefaging prophefy 
Did clad fny heart with hope of this young Richmond} 

So doth my heart mifgive me in thefe con Aids 

What may befal him, to his harm or ours. Shakefpeare. 

This is ftrange ! Who hath got the right Anne ? 

My heart mfgives me. Sbakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 

Yet oft his heart divine of lomething ill, 

Mifgave him. Milton. 

If a eonfcience thus qualified and informed, be not the 
meafure by which a man may take a true eftimate of his ab- 
folution, the finner is left in the plunge of infinite doubts, 
fufpicions, and mifgivings, both as to the mcafures of his 
prefent duty, and the final iflues of his future reward. South. 

His heart mifgave him, that thefe were fo many meeting- 
houfes ; but, upon communicating his fufpicions, I foon made 
him eafy. Addifon's Freeholder, N°. 47. 

To Misgo'vern. v.a. [mis and govern.] To govern ill} to 
adminifter unfaithfully. 

Solyman charged him bitterly, that he had mifgovetned the 
ftate, and inverted his treafures to his own private ufe. 

Knolles’s Hijl. of the Turks. 

Misgoverned, adj. [from mifgovern.] Rude} uncivilifed. 
Rude, mifgovern'cl hands, from window tops, 

Threw duft and rubbilh on king Richard’s head. Sbakefp. 
MisGo'vernance. n. f. [tnis and governance.] Irregularity. 

Thy mufe too long flumbereth in forrowing, 

Lulled afleep through love’s mifgovemance. Spenfr’s Pafl. 
Misoo'vernment. n.f. [mis and government.] 

1. Ill adminiftration of publick affairs. 

Men lay the blame of thofe evils whereof they know not 
the ground, upon publick mif government. Raleigh's Effays. 

2. Ill management. M J 

Men are miferable, if their education hath been fo undif- 
ciphned, as to leave them unfurnifhed. of Ikill to fpend their 
time } but moft miferable, if fuch mifgovernment and unlkil- 
fulnefs make them fall into vicious company. Taylor. 

3. Irregularity ; inordinate behaviour. 

There is not chaftity enough in language 
Without offence to utter them : thus,°pretty lady, 

I am forry for thy much mifgovernment. Shakefpeare. 

MjSG -rV D xr NCF " l>» a n d guidance.] Falfe dircaionf 
The N.cenc council fixed the equinox the twenty-firft of 
March for the finding out of Eafterj which has caufed the 
tntfnudanee from the fun which we lie under in refpea of 
Eafter, and the moveable feafts. Holder on Time. 

Whomever deceives a man, makes him min himfelf; and 
by caufing an error in the great guide of his aflions, his jude- 
ment, he caufes an error in his choice, the mifguidance of 
which muft naturally engage him to his deffrudion. South. 

**• £ ”“‘ lnd <**0 To ill. ■« fcad 

Hunting after arguments to make good one fide of a 
queftion, and wholly to negled thofe which favour the other 
is wilfully to mifgmdc the underftanding; and is fo far from 
givmg tmth ns due value, that it whohy debafes it. LocS 
Mijgmded prince ! no foriger urge thy fate 
Nor tempt the hero to unequal war. ’ 

Of all the caufes which confpire to blind 
Man s erring judgment, and mfguide the mind. 

What the weak head with ftrongeft biafs rules 
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Sir knight, take to you wonted ftrength, 

And mafter thefe mijhaps with patient might. Fa. Queen. 

Rome’s readieft champions, repofe you here} 

Secure from worldly chances and mrfhaps. Shakefpeare. 
It cannot be 

But that fuccels attends him : if mijhap, 

Ere this he had return’d, with fury driv’n 
By his avengers; fince ho place like this 
Can fit his punifliment, or your revenge. Milton’s P. Lojl. 

If the worft of all mif saps hath fallen. 

Speak ; for he could not die Unlike himfelf. Denham. 

Mi'shmash. n.f. Ainf. A low word. A mingle or hotch¬ 
potch. 

To Misinfe'r. v. a. [mis and infer.] To infer wrong. 

Neftorius teaching rightly, that God and man are diftiritft 
natures, did thereupon mifinfer, that in Chrift thofe natures 
can by no conjunction make one perfon. Hooker, b. v. 

To Misinfo'rm. v. a. [mis and inform.] To deceive by falfe 
accounts. 

Some belonged to a man of great dignity, and not as that 
Wicked Simon had mifnformed. 2 Atfac. iii. 11. 

By no means truft to your fervants, who miflead you, or 
mifnfarm you ; the reproach will lie upon yourfelf. Bacon. 
Bid her well beware. 

Left by fome fair-appearing good furpriz’dj 
She dictate falfe; and mifnfortn the will 
To do what God exprefsly hath forbid. Milton's Par. Lojl. 
Misinforma'tjON. n.f [from mif hform.] Falfe intelligence} 
falfe accounts. 

Let not fuch be difeouraged as deferve well, by mifmfor- 
mation of others, perhaps out of envy or treachery. Bacon. 

The vengeance of God, and the indignation of men, will 
join forces againft an infulting bafenefs, when backed with 
greatnefs, and let on by mifmformation. South's Sermons. 
To Misinterpret, v. a. [mis and interpret.] To explain to 
a wrong fenfe. 

The gentle reader refts happy to hear the Worth ieft works 
mifmterprcted, the cleareft aCtions obfeured, and the inno- 
centcft life traduced. Benj. Jolmfon. 

After all the care I have taken, there may be feveral paf- 
fages mifquoted and mfnhetpretcd. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

To Misjo'in. v.a. [mis and join.] To join unfitly or impro- 

In rcafon’s abfence mimick fancy wakes 
To imitate her} but misjoining ftiapcs. 

Wild work produces oft, and moft in dreams; 

Ill-matching words, and deeds, long paft, or late. Milton. 

Luther, more miftaking what he"read, 

Misjoins the facred body with the bread. DrveUr 

T °t^dge M*' V ‘ ^ and - /W ^ To form fa,fc opinions'! 
Where we misjudge the matter, a mifearriage draws pity 
:?^d^ nw6are tranfportcd b ^ ridc > 

V„, • • j L LJL ange. 

IOU misjudge ; 

You fee through love, and that deludes your fi s ht • 

As, what is ftraight, leems crooked through the water. 

By allowing himfelf in what is mnocentfh e bmfdfoffenTe 
to his weak and misjudging neighbour. Atterbury's Sermons 
Infenfatc! 

I 00 long misjudging have I thought thee wife 
But fore relentlefs folly fteels thy breaft. ’ Pr , f 

Meanf ^ ^ a " d /a ^ To la >' « a wrong place' 
Mean time my worthy wife, our arms mif ay'd. 

And from beneath my head my fword convey’d Drvd,„ 

Jlttt * ** -s*? *«.«hfct; 

M,ser-ver. n.f. One 


Prior. 


T, ■, ,.mais rules. 

is pride, the never-failing vice of fools. p n . t 

"{■ mih °^ 111 i» lusiii P S.: 

To tell you what miferable mijhaps fell to the• 
Woms S . COUlIn ’ 1 ^ t0 ° ,:iUch 611 fk ears with 
,,;£ Ce W n are thus far entercd inf o the cohfiderftfoif Af'hi 

^reSSeS tv^Sedi^ be^vvS^ 11 


To Misle'ad. v. a. [mis and lead 1 TV j Bacon s EJfdys. 
to betray to mifehief or miftakc.’ ° SU ‘ dC 3 Wr0I, S W V V » 

'ri?' a r e % ° h take thofe 1! P S away, 
i hat fo fwectly were folfworn ; 

And thofe eyes, the break of day. 

Lights that do miflead the morn. C ; > /- 

. Thofe we love, Shakefpeare. 

If you Jm hear. 23^5^®^ 

Leave to be mad ° } “ r ,av fge minds, 

Truft t0 , our fervaft,, «. ho ^ 

Bacon's Advice to Bilkers. 

O thievifh 
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